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Student earns frequent flyer miles daily 


Mary Jimenez 
AlMAGEST 

It’s Monday, you live 
190 miles away from 
LSUS, your car 
breaks down, and 
you have a 9:10 a.m. 
class on Tuesday. 

What do you do? 

Easy. Fly into the 
Shreveport Regional 
Airport, hop on your 
bike, and take a 
straight shot down 
70th Street to the 
university. 

If it sounds a little 
unbelievable, you 
haven’t met Mark 
Christensen, senior, 
who does thi s routi ne 
five days a week. 

“Get on a 10- 
speed bike, and 
schoom — away you 
go,” said 

Christensen, 37, 
looking more like a 
throwback from the A 
60s instead of the 
70s, somewhere 
between a hippie and a pro¬ 
fessor. His hair has been 
given the freedom of self¬ 



Phoio by Chris Howell 

true commuter, Mark Christensen 


on a bike. 
He emits an 
aura of Tao 
— he does¬ 
n’t fight 
life, but lets 
life lead 
him. 

The 
37-year-old 
A e r o p a k 
pilot is on a 
work sched¬ 
ule that has 
him flying 
into 
Shreveport 
every morn¬ 
ing at 8:45 
to bring 
packages in, 
and leaving 
every 
evening at 
8:30,to take 
packages 
out. If he 
had 

decided 
finish 
degree. 


not 

to 

his 

his 


styling, and his clothes 
seem chosen for comfort — 
and perhaps for commuting 


day might 
be filled with a lot of empty 
hours. 

“I’d be sitting and wait¬ 


ing, and going crazy,” said 
the full-time liberal arts stu¬ 
dent, who has been collect¬ 
ing his college education 
over the past 19 years, and 
should graduate next June. 

Christensen has mapped 
out his career-plan, and ulti¬ 
mately foresees himself 
working for Delta or 
American. In order to get 
there he must first get his 
four-year degree. 

“So, I do a little flying, 
and go to school ... I just 
keep taking step, step, step 
eventually I’ll make it.” 

Last year, Christensen 
was flying a shift in 
Alabama from 7 p.m. until 
4 a.m. He would sleep late, 
and start his day at noon the 
next day. “Not much of a 
life there,” he said. When 
he found himself with a job 
that put him in Shreveport 
all day, LSUS became the 
conduit to his next grada¬ 
tion in life. 

On Monday mornings, 
Christensen is on the road 
by 5:30 a.m. driving to 
Shreveport. That evening 
he loads the packages, and 
gets in the company 7,250- 


pound Navaho to fly back 
to Dallas. Tuesday he 
wakes up and starts the 
schedule of flying back and 
forth from Dallas. Then 
Saturday morning he ends 
the week with his flight into 
Shreveport, gets in his car, 
and drives back to Dallas. 
That is until last week, 
when his car broke down, 
which is why he can be seen 
commuting on his bike 
more frequently. His bike is 
useful for the trip from the 
airport, but isn’t a viable 
solution for the commute 
back to Dallas on Saturday 
morning. 

“I’m still working on 
reliable transportation,” 
said Christensen, who will 
most likely depend on his 
wife, Ann, to make the 
three-hour trip to bring him 
home. For the most part, he 
said, it has been a good 
experience. 

“It has worked out,” he 
said. “Actually, I’m just a 
regular guy, trying to make 
a buck and finish school. 
I’m on that treadmill of life 
— on that little hamster 
wheel, running like hell.” 


LSUS to host math conference in November 


Byron Reeves 
Almagest 

The Northwest Louisiana 
Mathematics Association, 
NLMA, will host the State 
Mathematics Teachers’ 
Conference, LATM, in 
Shreveport Nov, 6-8. 

The conference’s theme 
this year is “Louisiana 
Math: Picture It With The 
Framework.” The 

Louisiana Framework is the 
new state curricula for 
math. Each parish has its 
own curricula, and the con¬ 
ference will help implement 
coordination of the 
“Framework.” 


Conference Chair Dee 
Miller said, “The state 
has undergone new 
changes in the curricula.” 
The conference will 
include presentations in 
the use of graphing calcu¬ 
lators, computer pro¬ 
grams and Internet usage. 

The conference will 
commence with registra¬ 
tion, extended sessions, 
supervisory meetings and 
a social at the Sheraton 
on Thursday, Nov. 6, with 
entertainment provided 
by Shreveport’s own Dr. 
Cookie and Louisiana 
Dan, On Friday and 
Saturday, sessions for 


Kindergarten-12th grade 
and college will be held 
at LSUS. The University 
Center ballroom will be 
the site for 23 exhibitors 
from various textbook 
companies, demonstrat¬ 
ing new textbooks and 
workbooks. 

Miller said that over 
1,000 people are expect¬ 
ed to attend the 137 
workshops and hear 104 
speakers ate the confer¬ 
ence, one of which is 
Martha Grigsby of the 
Louisiana State 

Department of 

Education, who will be 
the keynote speaker at the 


banquet. Grigsby is 
known for her motiva¬ 
tional and educational 
tapes with a math theme, 
and she is a classroom 
teacher as well. 

Attendance of the con¬ 
ference requires a regis¬ 
tration fee of $30, which 
includes the $10 LATM 
membership. Participants 


may register at the 
Sheraton on Thursday or 
Friday or Saturday Nov. 
7-8 in Bronson Hall. All 
math teachers and inter¬ 
ested persons are encour¬ 
aged and invited to 
attend. For more infor¬ 
mation contact Dee 
Miller and/or the Math 
Department at 797-5309, 
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Women’s Studies Program Coordinators start 
a series of informal discussions. The first ses¬ 
sion about “Appearance and Personal 
Presentation in Interviews and Public 
Engagements” is held in BH461 (the 
History/Social Sciences Faculty Lounge) on 
Wed., Nov. 5, from 1 to 2 p.m. Professor Susan 
Wood and Jammie Barnes will make a brief 
presentation, but most of the session is devot¬ 
ed to questions and participatory discussion. 
The Women’s Studies Program faculty 
encourages women to join and share their 
views and ideas in order to indentify and 
respond to the different needs of the women 
on campus. 


LSUS India Studies Program organizes a 
study tour to India. The trip is scheduled from 
Dec. 10-27. The tour goes to several cities: 
Delhi, Agra, Jaipur, Puri, Calcutta, and 
Bombay, to mention a few. Also, guided tours 
to Taj Mahal, Lake Palace, Jagannath 
Temple, and Victoria Memorial Museum are 
on the agenda. The participants are able to 
attend classical dance performances as well as 
music programs. A photography contest with 
two categories, still life and video film, is open 
to all participants. The trip costs $2,400 and 
includes airfare, hotel (double occupancy) 
and breakfast. For more information and to 
register, contact Dr. Sura Rath at 797-5296. 


Women in the Arts Month will be celebrated 
on campus in November. LSUS Women’s 
Studies Program presents a variety of pro¬ 
grams on campus. The LSUS Art Gallery will 
feature a photograph exhibit by Beth Lilly 
from Nov. 10 to Dec. 12.. The Women’s 
Chamber Orchestra will perform works by 
Libby Larsen and Joan Tower on Nov. 8, 8 
p.m. at UC Theater. Also, Sylvia Mann, local 
composer and principle violinist of the 
Shreveport Symphony, will perform. LSU in 
Baton Rouge Women’s Chorus will perform 
on Nov. 17, 8 p.m. at UC Theater. Three films 
by woman directors are featured in the UC 
Theater. Mississippi Masala by Mira Nair is 
shown on Nov. 4, 7 p.m., Camila by Maria 
Luisa Bern berg will be show n on Nov.13, 7 
p.m., and A Question of Silence by Marleen 
Gorris is shown on Nov. 18, 7 p.m., AH events 
are free and open to the public. For addition¬ 
al information contact LSUS Women’s 
Studies Program at 797-5211. 


Omicron Delta Kappa, ODK, a national lead¬ 
ership honor society, is accepting applications. 
ODK initiates members only once a year. 
Undergraduates with a 2.75 gpa or graduate 
students with a 3.0 gpa, and who are leaders 
on campus or in the community, are eligible to 
apply. Applications are available in BE119A. 
Complete applications are due Nov. 10. 


Grant will finance PR effort 


Amy Mercer 
Ammagest 

The American Studies 
Program awarded its pre¬ 
mier faculty performance 
award to 
D r . 

Laurie 
Morrow, 

Professor 
o f 
English. 

The 
annual 
award is a 
maximum 
$ 5,000 
grant. Dr. 

Morrow 
is the 

third fac- 
u 1 t y 
member 
to be 
awarded 
the maximum amount. 

Dr. Morrow had many 
ideas on how she could 
contribute to the American 
Studies Conference sched¬ 
uled for September 1998, 
She thought, “Why not put 
it all together as a grant 
proposal?” Her ideas have 
resulted in what she refers 
to as a “public relations 
effort.” Dr, Morrow decid¬ 
ed to use the various 
groups with which she is 
affiliated to get the word 
out about the conference 
series. Dr. Morrow is the 
American representative 
for the Literary Foundation 
for World Peace, and, 


through that organization, 
she hopes to reach an inter¬ 
national audience and 
make them aware of the 
upcoming event. Dr. 
Morrow said she does not 
just want 
to take 
LSUS out 
into the 
world, but 
she wants 
to bring 
the world 
into 
LSUS. 

A nation¬ 
ally recog¬ 
nized pub¬ 
lic policy 
expert in 
literature, 
D r . 
Morrow 
believes 
that litera¬ 
ture has a definite place in 
the study of history. She 
said the two subjects over¬ 
lap and that literature, 
specifically biographies, 
can provide insight into 
certain personalities 
throughout history. 
“Biography makes history 
come alive,” she said She 
said that despite what 
some historians believe, 
biography shows that an 
individual does make a dif¬ 
ference. 

In an effort to achieve her 
goal of integrating literary 
study with the American 
Studies Program, Dr. 
Morrow has contacted the 


author of - a very well 
reviewed biography on 
George Washington, 
Matthew Spalding, and 
invited him to serve as 
key-note speaker in 
September. George 

Washington is the topic of 
the next conference. 

Any full-time LSUS fac¬ 
ulty member may apply for 
the fellowship grant. A 
faculty committee makes 
the selection on the basis 
of overall excellence of the 
proposal, the enhancement 
of the program, and the 
likelihood that the project 
will be completed or pub¬ 
lished. 

The program was estab¬ 
lished in 1982 and is the 
largest privately endowed 
program on campus. The 
fellowship began in 1983. 
Over 20 faculty members 
have benefited from the 
grant, resulting in several 
books and publications. 

Dr. Morrow is the author 
of dozens of scholarly pub¬ 
lications and has received 
grants in the past from the 
National Endowment for 
the Humanities, the Folger 
Shakespeare Library, and 
the Louisiana Foundation 
for the Humanities. 

Dr. Morrow has been 
teaching at LSUS since 
August 1981. She lives 
with her husband, 
author/illustrator Ed 
Morrow, and her 14- 
month-old son, Ned, in 
Bossier City. 



Non-traditional student joins SGA 


Lori Whaley 
Almagest 

The purpose of the sena¬ 
tor at large positions in the 
SGA are to serve the mem¬ 
bers of the student body 
with equal representation. 
This year the SGA has 
come closer to achieving 
this with the election of 
James Vercher as a senator. 
Vercher is a computer sci¬ 
ence majdr, representing 
the college of sciences. He 
is also 45 years old. 

After 22 years with the 
Air Force, Vercher has 
retired in Shreveport. LSUS 
is not his first college. 


Vercher has attended eight 
colleges. With all tran¬ 
scripts in, he will probably 
be considered a junior, 

Vercher decided to run 
for a position with the SGA 
because he noticed the large 
number of “non traditional” 
students at LSUS “Many 
students here are return stu¬ 
dents, veterans, or first time 
students getting a late start. 
I make 2 out of 3.” 

James feels that if he is 
going to be a part of some¬ 
thing he wants to give it 
100 percent. As a member 
of the SGA, James sees an 
opportunity to give the 
“non traditional” students 



James Vercher 


representation, but at the 
same time will support only 
what he feels will benefit 
the entire student body. 
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Photo by Chris Howell 


Student Government senators attended their first official meeting on Monday. On 
the agenda for the rest of the semester they have the Proficiency Exam Debate. 
Left to Right, back row: Joseph Holeubek, Brian Holeubek, Katherine Embree, 
Jay Emmons, EricAusting. Middle row: Mike Modica, Jason McCalman. Bret 
Daigle. James Vercher, Jamie Williams, Ted McCastlain, Lies! Boniol, Matt 
Williamson. Front row: Brian Craft, Scott Ogden, Marcy Sasser, Andrea Fazio. 


SGA News- 

- The SGA will meel next Monday with 
Faculty/Senate President Rebecca Nolan 
and other professors to discuss the profi¬ 
ciency exam, technology fee and other 
issues of concern to the student body. 


- If students would like to meet with 
SGA Vice President Mike Modica, he will 
begin holding office hours next Monday: 
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. MWF and 10:30 
a.m. -12:00 p.m. T TH. 
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ANNOUNCES 

FH1 KAPPA PHI 
GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS 

In recognition and encouragement of 
superior scholarship 

$ 7,000 

To Graduating Seniors 
for support of 

first-year graduate or professional study 

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: FEBRUARY i, 1998 

Submit inquiries and applications to: 

Lynn Walford 
Bronson Hall 230 
Phone: 797-5256 
Fa*; 797-5358 

E-mail: lwalford@pHoUsus.edu 





Duke Boys leading intramural football 


Brian Allen 
Almagest 

Just prior to the season, the 
Almagest sports staff, (OK, 
the Almagest sports 
reporter), oh all right, I 
speculated on whether any¬ 
one could prevent the intra¬ 
mural flag football champi¬ 
on Duke Boys from repeat¬ 
ing. The answer, barring 
some sort of miracle, 
appears to be a defi¬ 
nite no. 

When the stars 
of LSUS base¬ 
ball picked 
their team 
name they 
couldn’t have 
known how 
appropriate it 
would be. 

For the past two seasons 


they’ve hot rodded through 
the regular season with the 
rest of the league’s teams in 
“hot pursuit.” Last year, 
they upset then undefeated 
Diversity in the champi¬ 
onship game and haven’t 
been threatened since. 

After a perfect regular 

season and a 26 
- 6 beating 
of Kappa 
Sigma in 
their only 
playoff 
game, 
they have 
advanced 
to their sec¬ 
ond consecu¬ 
tive champi¬ 
onship game. Due 
to their being only five 
teams this year, the playoffs 
are double elimination. 



That means whoever 
faces the Dukes will have 
to beat them twice in the 
same day. Considering this 
team has only lost one 
game in the past two years, 
the odds of that aren’t very 
likely. 

The apparent two-time 
champs go into select com¬ 
pany along with teams like 
the now legendary Phi Van 
Halen as team to return to 
the intramural mountaintop. 
Say what you will about 
the small number of teams, 
and the lack of competition, 
The Duke Boys have been 
invulnerable to the upset 
bug that has bitten teams 
like The Outcasts and 
Diversity in previous cham¬ 
pionship games. En route to 
their perfect season, The 
Dukes also thrashed Tau 


Kappa Epsilon, who at the 
time was also undefeated. 

What began as a two- 
horse sprint now 
appears to 
have one 
thorough¬ 
bred so 
far 

ahead 
— the 

other horses won’t 
even be in the 
photo. 

With the 
double 
elimina¬ 
tion for¬ 
mat, the defending champs 
have allowed themselves a 
margin of error they may 
never need. But the bug 
still lingers. He may have 
waited too long to bite The 
Dukes, but they must still 


remember he is no longer 
their ally. Even when the 
General Lee cruises 
into the winner’s 
circle, the bat¬ 
tle will 
pause only 
briefly. 



Someone, 
maybe 
even an 
Almagest 
reporter, will 
interrupt the celebra¬ 
tion just long enough to ask 
the eternal burning ques¬ 
tion, “CAN YOU DO IT 
AGAIN?” 

And the upset bug will 
begin sharpening his pin¬ 
cers for next fall. 


LSI'S web- full break, and was cre- 

■ page has oted by James Bobbitt, a 

■ changed from sludentworker at the 

J9_ its former, computer center who is 

rather dull appeahancc. ah«> involved in the 
the new webpage was C.O.P.S. program on 
installed just after the campus. Check h out 

—:_1 —aLi i—-1 ^ —— 


Drgtrit jUflrrx and Small Grovpt Id Prt>»*U 

1SS7 Spring Break Travel 
Packages 

Earn MONEY and FREE TRIPS 
Call LNTCR-CAMPUS PROGRAMS 

'T 1-800-327-5013 m 


Up With People 

Up With People offers young adults the 
opportunity for personal and professional 
growth through performing arts, community 
service and international travel. Students 
interested in traveling with the group, call 
Leah Hergott at 222-0759 until Nov. 14. 
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Almagest 


to keep the campus informed 

(al-ma-gest n ) n> 

:any of several great early medieval treatises on a broch of 
knowledge (as the 9 th century Arabic translation of Ptolemy s 
Greek work on astronomy). 

— Webster Sr Third New International Dictionary 

Kirk Dickey Office No. (318) 797-5328 

News Editor Pax No. (318) 797-5132 

e-mail: 

Rita Uotila almagest@pilot.lsus.edu 

Production Editor 


Jennifer Ebarfe 

Business Manager 

John Tabor 

Advisor 


Member: Southeastern 
Journalism Conference, 
American College Press 
Association, Columbia 
Scholastic Press 
Association 



Alma-Notice! 

The semester has made it past mid¬ 
term, and so has our newspaper. 
Check your schedules if in need for 
an ad, or an announcement so that 
information will reach students in 
time. The last issue comes out on 
Dec. 4. 

The previous publication dates are 
Nov. 6 and 13. The Almagest publish¬ 
es ten issues per semester. 



rating 3Oth -Anniversary, 


LSUS’ Little Red Riding Hood makes deput at State Fair 


By Linda Lockwood 

L ittle Red Riding 
Hood, a biology 
snake and Baptist 
Student Union 
“waterboys” all made their 
debutes at the Lousiana 
State Fair last week under 
the name of LSUS. 

Little Red Riding Hood, 
enacted by Linda Chance, 
and other story book char¬ 
acters came alive last 
Saturday as the Sigma 
Alpha players presented a 
program of children’s plays 
free of charge in the 
Vacationland Exhibit 
Building. 

Sigma Alpha Upsilon is a 
LSUS merit fraternity 
which includes students 
from speech pathology, 
education, psychology and 
sociology. 

Meanwhile, the biology 
club, with its boa constric¬ 
tor snake, the Student 
Government Association, 
SGA, and other campus 
clubs helped man the LSUS 
exhibit in the Education 
Building. 

Fairgoers not only saw 
the educational and talented 
side of LSUS, but the reli¬ 


gious facet as well. The 
Baptist Student Union se up 
a booth, refressed pass- 
byers with cups of water 
and told them about their 
friend Jesus. 

“The students really did 
an excellent job on public 
relations for the university,” 
said a student who attended 
the fair. “Everyone really 
knew that LSUS was 
around,” 

The LSUS exhibit and 
Sigma Alpha plays put the 
university into the public’s 
eye ... it gave them an 
image of the school," Toni 
Sanders, SGA president, 
said. 

An estimated crowd of 
400, half of which were 
bright-eyed children, excit¬ 
edly watched as the Sigma 
Alpha players, clad in 
unique costumes, enacted 
“Tiki, Tak, Timbo,” 
“Raggedy Ann and Andy” 
and “The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff.” 

The kids just loved 
them,” Patti Kasselman, a 
LSUS journalist major, 
said. “They all booed the 
bad guys and cheered the 
good guys.” 

The LSUS educational 


exhibit also fascinated the 
children at the fair. “They 
all wanted to come touch 
the snake which was at the 
exhibit,” Kasselman said. 

In addition to biology 
specimens, the exhibit 
included a slide presenta¬ 
tion depicting campus life 
and a scale model of the 
university’s present and 
future buildings 

Students also handed out 
pamphlets and catalogues 
explaining LSUS’ degree 
programs and answered 
questions people asked 
about the university. 

Only two other universi¬ 
ties were represented at the 
fair, Northwestern and 
Tech, and neither of these 
exhibits had student repre¬ 
sentatives present, accord¬ 
ing to a LSUS student. 

The SGA exhibit will be 
set up through next week¬ 
end from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and free passes will be pro¬ 
vided to all students who 
volunteer to help man it. 


The author was the news 
editor of the Almagest. The 
original article was pub¬ 
lished in the Almagest Oct. 
25, 1974, Vol. Vlll No. 8. 


Alcoholism turns children into parents 


B eing a child in 
an alcoholic fam¬ 
ily is always dif¬ 
ficult, but it 
becomes even more of a 
problem when there are 
multiple alcoholics With 
a father, mother, grandfa¬ 
ther, and uncle all alco¬ 
holics, it can make a 
child’s perspective on life 
quite dim. 

From the earliest age of 
four, I can remember 
watching my parents of 
having a drink after work. 
It was nothing unusual to 
have a 12-pack of 
Michelob in the backseat 
of my dad’s car on a daily 
basis. 

Believing it was “cool” 
and the “adult” way of 
behaving, I found nothing 
wrong with the actions of 
my family. I watched my 
grandmother take my 
grandfather home right 
before he passed out 1 


stood in awe while my 
cousin begged my uncle 
for the keys to his Toyota 
truck. Countless times, 
my brother and I left my 
father in the living room, 
passed out in his chair. Or 
even worse, we played the 
role of children in an alco¬ 
holic family and put our 
parents in bed. 

As I grew into an adult, 
I noticed that this “cool” 
behavior was not-so-cool. 
To make this realization 
even worse, 1 watched as 
friends discovered alco¬ 
hol. What my friends did¬ 
n’t discover and hadn’t 
watched was how uncool 
drinking can be. 

Thinking back on my 
childhood, I know that I 
could have had a life a lot 
harder than I did and I feel 
lucky to have had the priv¬ 
ileges that I did. I knew 
both of my parents loved 
me and 1 never wanted or 


needed for anything. But, 
as an adult, T can’t help 
but wonder how much 
better all of our lives 
would have been without 
the alcohol. 

An occasional drinker 
myself, I am not con¬ 
demning those who drink 
alcohol. The point of this 
article is to bring aware¬ 
ness that what you do 
affects other people. 
Maybe you don’t have 
children, but there are 
people that care about 
you. If you drink in social 
situations, please be a 
responsible drinker. Don’t 
become another statistic. 


Editors ' Note: 

In recognition of last 
week’s alcohol awareness 
week, we are making an 
exception to the “Letter to 
the Editor ’’ rules and pub¬ 
lish this letter anonymous¬ 
ly due to subject matter. 
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Arguments to legalize pot don’t even hold bong water 


By Mark Anderson 

W E HAVE ALL 
heard the 
arguments by 
those in favor 
of legalizing marijuana. 
From lowering the crime 
rate to lowering the num¬ 
ber of drug users, the pro- 
legalization crowd offers a 
plethora of reasons to 
decriminalize the drug. 
How ever, their arguments 
are not grounded in truth. 
In fact, they are not only 
wrong but also very dangerous. 

When talking about the legalization of drugs, we 
must first consider the impact it would have on the 
children. A survey by the Partnership for a Drug- 
Free America found that marijuana use among pre- 
teens (aged 9-12) doubled, increasing from 230,000 
kids in 1995 to around 460,000 in 1996. 
Furthermore, 8 percent of sixth graders, 23 percent 
of seventh graders, and 33 percent of eighth graders 
have experimented with marijuana 

The study also showed that as drug use 
increased, the amount of anti drug information kids 
were receiving decreased. Studies have concluded 
that the message we are currently sending to kids 
about drugs is not effective, and the legalization of 
marijuana would not help, but exacerbate the prob¬ 
lem of kids and drugs. 

The same study by the Partnership for a Drug- 
Free America reported that marijuana is often a 
stepping stone to more dangerous drugs. For exam¬ 
ple, American children aged 12-17 who use mari¬ 
juana are 85 times more likely to use cocaine than 
those who don't. This is a correlation eight times 
stronger than the link between smoking and lung 
cancer, 20 limes stronger than the link between cho¬ 


lesterol and heart disease, and 17 times stronger 
than the link between the exposure to asbestos and 
lung cancer. 

Marijuana though seen as a “harmless” drug in 
modem society actually has a number of significant 
side effects. They include decreased motor coordi¬ 
nation, reasoning, and memory and also birth com¬ 
plications. Also, marijuana contains a higher level of 
carcinogens than tobacco, and it impairs the ability 
of the immune system. These are serious conse¬ 
quences to an unnecessary substance. 

Those in favor of legalization claim that it would 
lower drug distribution crime because most of those 
activities would become legal. Presumably, legaliza¬ 
tion would reduce the cost of drugs and as a result 
addicts would commit fewer crimes to finance their 
addictions. However, less expensive drugs may feed 
the habit better, and more drugs would result in a 
greater number of side effects such as paranoia, vio¬ 
lence, and irritability. Thus, any deviance in the drug 
distribution crime rate would be meaningless. 

Even pro-drug forces do not support a complete 
legalization of drugs like crack, LSD, and PCP. 
Therefore, drug distribution rings and drug-related 
crime would still exist in our society. And, with the 
availability and social acceptance of marijuana, 
these organizations would have a new’ found power 
in pushing these drugs on youngsters. 

The most common argument made in favor of the 
legalization of manjuana is that it is necessary for 
medicinal purposes. However, most professional 
medical bodies do not consider marijuana a safe or 
effective medicine. Furthermore, there are safe and 
legal alternatives for those with chronic pain. THC, 
the active ingredient in marijuana, is available as a 
purified and synthetic drug marketed under the 
name Mari to! and is appro ved for such uses as the 
treatment of cancer and anorexia associated with 
AIDS. 


In the Netherlands, drugs have long been 
decriminalized and, as such, it is the perfect 
example of what effect the legalization of drugs 
would have on America. Since 1984, marijuana 
use has more than doubled by Dutch adolescents. 
During the same time, crime went up by 60 per¬ 
cent, most of it property crime believed to be 
related to drugs. Moreover, the Dutch prison 
capacity has more than doubled since the 
decriminalization of drugs, the number of orga¬ 
nized crime groups in The Netherlands increased 
an astounding 3100 percent from 1988 to 1993, 
and the total number of marijuana addicts rose 
22 percent. It is evident that this system has 
failed and should not be tried in America. 

Those in favor of decriminalizing drugs 
should be asked the following questions: What 
drugs should be legalized'* Just marijuana? AH 
drugs? Will prescriptions still be necessary? Will 
children be able to buy them? What will be tol¬ 
erated as the price for legalization? A permanent 
underclass of junkies? Would they be relieved to 
know that their child care provider had been 
smoking legally purchased marijuana? What 
about teachers? Pilots? Police officers? The 
underlying point is that marijuana and other 
drugs are dangerous, mind altering substances 
that do not serve a useful purpose. 

The legalization of marijuana is not the way to 
solve our nation's drug problem. It has proven to 
be a failure in other countries and would be here 
as well. We can win the war on drugs, but only 
bv being = ~= 

tough on Mark Anderson is a student at 
those who LSUS. He is a sophomore major- 
sell drugs ing in political science. His col- 
and not by umn will appear weekly. Write him 
legalizing in care of the Almagest, BH344, 
thei r trade or almagest@pilot. Isus.edit 



Women’s rights are not a dividing issue, but a unifying one 


By MaKayla J. Sibley 

A FEW WEEKS ago 
I was in a 
restaurant and 
ran into an 
acquaintance from years 
ago. He carried on for 
some time about how 
well he had done for him¬ 
self, and that he was plan¬ 
ning to enter law school. 

When I said that I 
too was planning on 
going to law school, he 
abruptly stopped me and said, “No, don’t you mean 
paralegal?” insinuating that since I was a mere 
woman I had not the desire, stamina, nor intelli¬ 
gence for law school. A mental block obviously was 
occurring when someone tried to teach this person 
“women’s rights.” 

For the men out there who don’t really have a 
clue about what it’s like to be a woman, unless you 
have some serious unconscious desire to do a Dustin 
Hoffman role revival, let me fill you in. Most 
women you know can follow with a similar story 
from their experiences. Women have continuously 
been kept from jobs, promotions, or even hired sole¬ 
ly on the basis that they are part of “the weaker sex.” 


When we interview for a job, we make sure that 
our skirt is the right length, our buttons fastened 
properly as not to give the wrong impression, or 
that our legs are crossed correctly. We then think 
to wear a pant suit, only to find out that it is gen¬ 
erally frowned upon. If we dress too flashy, we 
might give the impression of being too desperate 
for a good-paying job. 

Our words of “think, should, believe” then 
begin to signify weakness, not assertiveness. Our 
walk may be too feminine, which is also consid¬ 
ered weak and not a trait to explore. If we wear 
bright colors to the office instead of neutral, then 
flighty or “extremely feminine” becomes the asso¬ 
ciation. 

It all becomes so incorporating and confus¬ 
ing that we don’t even know who we are any¬ 
more. It seems that the more we become “fem¬ 
inine,” the less seriously we are taken. To 
make it in a man’s world, we have to become a 
man. We have to speak aggressively, wear dark 
power suits, put off childbirth, and laugh at 
dirty jokes. We are being oppressed for being 
who we are —women. 

Some men will say that we received the 
right to vote, so what more do we want? We 
want respect, the freedom to be who we are. 


and the same pay as men. We can no longer 
accept making 75 cents to the man’s dollar, 
which is what we are making now. 

We want women to have enough self-confi¬ 
dence and courage to fight in a man’s world for 
power seats in the government and on school 
boards Here at LSUS we have a women’s 
studies program and women leadership cours¬ 
es. Soon, “brown bag lunches” will be offered 
For women with such topics as interviewing 
techniques, how not to be a victim of opportu¬ 
nity, and even car maintenance. 

Women need to learn that we are far more 
than just a pretty face and a way to continue 
the species. We must learn to count on our¬ 
selves and demand more. Women’s rights are 
not a dividing issue, but a unifying one. 
Women must decide that we can be feminine 
and powerful at the same time. Only when men 
and women are truly equal, can humanity’s 
potential — 

fully be MaKayla J. Sibley is a student at 
realized. LSUS. She is a junior majoring 
We are in political science. Her column 
women; will appear weekly. Write her in 
hear us care of the Almagest, BH344, 
roar. or aimagest(a}pilot. bus. edn 



Polar Points................... mil return next week 
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Kit Laird - Head Coach for the 
Pilots — LSUS Baseball 

• Hometown: Natchez, Miss. 

• Family: wife, Lisa; children. 

Tiffany, 5, Kara, 2 

• Teaches: weighdifting. 

• Undergraduate degree: 

Belhaven College, Jackson, 

Miss. — HPE & Recreation 

• Graduate degree: Delta State 
University, Cleveland, Miss. 

Kit Laird, the new head coach for LSUS’ varsity baseball team, 
grew up with baseball, and probably won’t be coach any other 
sport. He’s coached basketball, softball, girl’s and boy’s teams 
alike, but his heart belongs to the diamond. 

Laird was serving as assistant coach for the baseball team at a pri¬ 
vate college, Kansas Newman, in Wichita, when he read about the 
opening at LSUS. 



“With the job being back down south, I decided to call and see 
about it,” said Laird, who has a host of relatives still living in 
Mississippi, “They told me to apply for it, and I ended up getting it. 
So far so good. We have been able to recruit more kids than they 
have before.” 

Laird said he has had to adjust to the regulation differences that 
came with going from a private school to a public school, but he has 
enjoyed the change into a head coach position, a first in his career. 

The reward, Laird said, are the relationships that are built while 
working as a team toward a goal. A camaraderie builds between the 
players, and Laird gets satisfaction from being able to act in a men¬ 
toring role, and serve as an extended family to the young athletes. 

“I enjoy working with the players,” said Laird, who has recruit¬ 
ed six players from California, and signed up several others from 
out of state. Now that the fall season is winding down, Laird will 
begin recruiting at area schools, and working on publicity and fund 
raising for the team. 

Laird hasn’t had much free time since he moved to Shreveport in 
July, and said he is just now getting to know the area. But, his new 
location has put him within three hours from most of his relatives, 
and they plan to take advantage of the shorter drive. 

Laird is looking forward to starting the spring baseball season 
that starts in February, with the first home game on Feb. 14. 
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C °LLEGE & YOUNG SlNG Lt * 


FULL COURSE 
$ 1,080 

(Register by Nov. 15,1997) 

TUITION INCLUDES: 

► FREE TEXTBOOKS 

► FREE FLASH CARDS 

► FREE SOFTWARE 


PRAISE BANDS 
FROM 

LOUISIANA TECH 
NORTHWESTERN 
& 

NORTHEAST 
6 - 10 P.M. 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31 

PARKVIEW BAPTIST 
CHURCH GYM 



Only CPA Lecture Course 

With A 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

• REGISTER WITH ZERO DOWN! 

• GET MATERIALS IN ADVANCE! 

• NO-FEE FINANCING! 

• ATTEND THE 1 st TWO WEEKS FREE! 


LOCATED NEXT TO 
SHRINERS HOSPITAL 
3206 SAMFORD 
JUST OFF KINGS HIGHWAY 


FOR MORE INFO & FREE DEMO DISK 




1-800-274-EXAM 


AVAILABLE IN EAST TEXAS 

4 £ 


5P 
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Contact: Macie Foster, 797- 


Japanese Cultural Society 
Meets:2nd and 4th Tues of each 
month. 

Activities: demonstrations, dis¬ 
cussions. 

Contact: Emi Warns! ey, 861- 
7482, BH238, BH240. 
Accounting Club 
Meets: 3rd Wed. of each 
month, noon, BE216 
Activities: Speakers, 
Networking, Scholarships, 
Volunteer Tax Assistance, 
Campus Activities 
Contact: Accounting dept., 
college of business. 

Louisiana Association of 
Educators 

Meets: 3rd Thurs. of each 
month 

Activities: Student teacher 
tea, speakers, bookfair, 
workshops, and service pro¬ 
jects. 

Contact: Denise Wilson, 
742-6423 

Math Club 

Meets: 2nd and 4th Tues. Of 
each month, 10:30 a.m., 
BH421 

Activities: Group activities, 
Science Olympiad, Viro- 
Wars Tournament 
Contact: Dr. Mabry or Dr. 
Covington. 

History Club 


Meets: First Thursday of 
each month, at 10:30 a.m. in 
BH 446. 

Contact: Dr. Finley or 
Michael Modica, 747-4736. 
Chemistry Club 
Meets: 1st Thurs.of each 
month 

Activities: group 
Contact: Dr. Gustavson, 
797-5091. 

MBA Association 
Meets: Once a month 
Activities: seminars with 
guest speakers on career 
planning and resume writ¬ 
ing, social activities. 

Contact: Director of 
Graduate Studies, College of 
Business. 

Rotorac 

Meets: Two meetings per 
month 

Activities: Students service 
organization, one service 
project per semester, lun¬ 
cheons. 

Contact: Dr. Paul Merkle, 
797-5240 

Drama Club 

Meets: Tues., Thurs., 10:30 
a.m„ BH330 

Activities: Dramatic produc¬ 
tion, first hand information 
on auditions in local produc¬ 
tions, volunteer work 


Contact: Jorgi Jarzabek, 
797-5228. 

Sociology/Social Work 
Club 

Meets: BH361 

Contact; Ms. Kenna 

Franklin or David O'Neal, 

424-7332 

Biology Club 

Meets: twice a month, SC 

228. 

Activities: Social events, 
carreer seminars,. fundrais¬ 
ers, community and campus 
service projects. 

Contact: Dr. Beverly 
Burden, 797-5088, 
bbrden@pi lot. Isus. edu. 
Campus Ministry 
Meets: 1st and 3rd Tues., 
10:30 a.m., UC Pilots Room. 
Activities: devotionals, pro¬ 
grams, service projects. 
Contact: Toni Bishop, 798- 
8837 Betsy Eaves, 869- 
5024. 

Catholic Student Union 

Meets; Twice a month 
Activities: Community service, 
social events, fundraisers. 
Contact: Joseph Hoiubek, 868- 
6104. 

Student Government 
Association 

Meets: Every Tues. 1 p.m., 
DeSoto, 


Open to everyone. 

Contact; Michael Scales, 
221-7441, 

Psychology Club 
Meets: 1st and 3rd Thurs. 
Monthly, 10:30, BE342 
Activities: Community ser¬ 
vice, social events, speakers, 
fundraisers. 

Contact: Michelle Hebert, 
798-4023. 

Public Relations Student 
Society of America 
Meets: Monthly, Thurs., 
10:30a,m. 

Activities: Volunteer work, 
contact with PRSA, semi¬ 
nars, speakers, workshops. 
Contact: Kathy Smith, 798- 
0049. 

Society of Professional 
Journalists, Sigma Delta 
Chi 

Meets: Thursdays, 10;30a.m. 
Activities: guest speakers and 
field trip on topics related to 
journalism, socials. 

Contact: Rita Uotila, 795- 
3319, or 797-5328. 

Health and Physical Ed. 
Club 

Meets: Tues, Thurs. 10:30 
a.m. 

Activities: Almost Anything 
Goes for LSUS, judge field 
days for elementary schools. 


7294. 

ACJS/Lambda Alpha 
Epsilon 

Meets: 1st and 3rd Tue 
Activities; Various community 
activities, speakers on law 
enforcement ops. 

Contact: Dr, Bernadette 
Palombo 797-5343, or Richard 
Georgia 797-5078. 

English Club 

Meets: 3rd Thursday.of each 
month. 

Activities: Booksale, guest 
speakers, social activities. 
Contact: Dr. Thomas 
Dubose, BH251, or Patty 
Lenox,869-3251, 
International Club 
Meets: 3rd Thursday of each 
month, 10:30 a.m., in 
BH242 {Foreign Language 
Multimedia Lab) 

Activities; Guest speakers, 
films, travel and foreign 
exchange information, 
International Food Festival, 
community service. 

Contact: Joe Patrick, 
797-5390. 

To make an update to the Student 
Organization list, contact the 
Almagest office, BH344, tel. 
797-5328, fax 797-5132. or e- 
mail, almagest@pilot. Isus. edu 
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com/wired 


www.wired 

Y OU KNOW THE TYPE, pale 
from being indoors, glass¬ 
es, not shy, just over 
involved in the billions of 
cell activity going on inside their 
head — the students that were 
called geeks or nerds in high school, 
and “a God-send” in college. 

It wasn’t until the fairly recent 
technology boom that high-powered 
brains had a meeting place — the 
World Wide Web. 

wwww.wired.com/wired (4 w’s) 
is a magazine that explores the 
melding of our lives as we head into 
the new millennium. The web is 
currently fielding a nunjber of con¬ 
troversial issues facing its uses, and 
Wired thrives on covering them. 

Wired online has archived issues, 
as well as wiredware, which fea¬ 
tures a t-shirt with “trash TV” on it, 
talk, and wired news — 
wired.com/news/. It speaks to the 
individuals that are on the cutting 
edge of technology. It seeks to reach 


the rebel, the new slant, the differ¬ 
ent view, and to present it with 
panache. 

The graphics represent the maga¬ 
zines aim. They are almost always 
abstract, and visually attractive, but 
somewhat confusing. The colors 
used on the page and for the pic¬ 
tures make premier appearances, 
and while they do use some hues 
that you would recognize, it would 
be hard to describe them. 

Some articles are simply “just for 
geeks,” they use high-tech jargon 
with a matched sophistication that 
caters to the wonder minds behind 
the superhighway flow of informa¬ 
tion. But there are also articles that 
address the changes taking place 
from a psychosocial, historical, or 
moralistic standpoint. You can look 
at it as the “Rolling Stone of the 
Web.” If you pride yourself on stay¬ 
ing abreast of technology and the 
information age — this is one page 
you need to explore. 



Oct. 30 — LAST DAY TO DROP OR RESIGN. 

Oct. 31 — The Rocky Horror Picture Show @ midnight in 
the UC Ballroom. 

Oct. 31 — Old Fashioned Halloween hosted by History Club 
from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Pioneer Center. Features games 
and costumes from the early pioneer era. Event is free and 
open to the whole family. 

Nov. 1 — India Studies’ Diwali (Festival of Lights) from 5 to 
10:30 p m. in the UC Theater and cafeteria dining hall. 

Nov. 3 — Early advising for spring 1998 begins. 

Nov. 4 — Nutrition Awareness @ 10:30 a.m, in UC Theater. 

Nov. 6 — Recognizing Abusive Relationships @ 10:30 a.m. 
in UC Theater. 

Nov. 6 — Early registration for spring 1998 begins by phone 
for continuing students. 

Nov. 7 — Student Organization Council, SOC, meeting at 
noon in UC Webster Rm. 

Nov. 8 — Women’s Chamber Orchestra performs @ 8 p.m. in 
UC Theater. Free and open to the public. 

Nov, 10 — Chattin’ with Chancellor at 5:30 p m. in UC 
Louisiana A&B Room 

Nov. 11 — Couples Communication @ 10:30 a.m. in UC 
Theater. 

Nov. 12 — Resume Writing Workshop @ noon in ADM213, 

Nov. 13 — Interviewing Workshop @ 10:30 a.m. in 
ADM213. 
























